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R O Z A  Y A K O V L E V N A  L E V I N A  ( 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 7 0 )  

R. Ya. Levina, Doctor of Chemical Sciences, P r o f e s s o r  of the 
Chair of Organic Chemis t ry  of the chemis t ry  depar tment  of Moscow 
State University, and d i rec to r  of the l abora tory  of organic synthesis,  
died suddenly on July 10, 1970. 

The death af this outstanding scientist  and talented teacher  is a 
huge loss to chemical  science and to her  numerous students, co-workers ,  
and fr iends.  

Doctor Levina was born in Moscow in 1900. After graduating f rom 
p r e p a r a t o r y  school, she entered the natural  sciences division of Moscow 
Universi ty f rom which she was graduated in 1925. After two years  
Dr. Levina enrolled as a fellow in the l abora tory  of Academician N. D. 
Zelinskii. F r o m  that point on, all of the scientific life of Dr. Levina 
was spent within the walls of Moscow University. In 1930 she became 
an assistant,  and in 1932 a lec turer ,  of the chair  of organic chemis t ry .  
After a bri l l iant  defense of her  doctoral  d isser ta t ion  entitled "Synthesis 
and contact t ransformat ions  of unsaturated hydrocarbons ,"  she was 
awarded the scientific title of p ro fe s so r  in 1942. 

Upon her  re turn  to Moscow University after the evacuation, she 
headed the l abora to ry  of organic synthesis  c rea ted  in the chair  of o r -  

ganic chemis t ry ;  she directed this l abora tory  until the end of her  life. It was in this period that the sc ien-  
tific activity of Dr. Levina underwent its maximum development. 

Her enthusiasm for  science and her  c rea t ive  gfftedness determined the great  d ivers i ty  of her  sc ien-  
tific themes.  

In accordance with the tradit ion of the school of N. D. Zelinskii to which Dr. Levina belonged, the 
chief orientation of he r  investigations was the study of hydrocarbons  of var ious c lasses .  The c lass ica l  
r e s e a r c h e s  of Dr. Levina on the mechanism of i r r eve r s ib le  cata lys is  and contact  t ransformat ions  of un- 
saturated hydrocarbons  are  widely known, as are  her  extensive investigations of the react iv i ty  of diene 
hydrocarbons  and new syntheses of aromat ic  hydrocarbons  and small  r ings.  

Her investigations in the field of var ious s ix -membered  heterocycl ic  compounds were a great  cont r i -  
bution to organic chemis t ry .  

A scient is t  of great  talent and exceptional efficiency, Dr. Levina left an enormous scientific inher i -  
tance; she published about 500 scientific works including experimental  and review papers ,  author ' s  cer t i f i -  
cates,  monographs,  and textbooks. Together  with P r o f e s s o r  Yu. K. Yur'ev, her husband, she wrote individ- 
ual chapters  of the book "Prac t i ca l  Works in Organic Chemist ry ,"  the publication of which she continued 
after the death of P r o f e s s o r  Yur 'ev.  

A pedagogue by profess ion,  Dr. Levina was a splendid teacher  of youth. Among her  students are  many 
well-known chemis ts  who are  now direct ing labora tor ies  of a number of chemical  institutes in the Soviet 
Union. 

Her students and aspirants  loved her  for  her  brill iant gff t for  lec tur ing  and for  her  benevolence and 
personal  charm.  
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Her l ec tu re s  were  dist inguished by the depth of the i r  content, thei r  c la r i ty ,  and their  logic in expos i -  
tion, and enjoyed g rea t  popular i ty  among those who attended them. 

The m e r i t s  of P r o f e s s o r  Levina  in the f ie ld of sc ience and the p repa ra t ion  of cadres  of chemis t s  were  
repea ted ly  noted by  the government  and the chemica l  society.  She was awarded the Order  of the ~Red 
Banner  ~ andmeda l s .  She was a lso  awarded the N. D. Zelinskii  academic  p r i ze .  

The br ight  m e m o r y  of Dr.  Levina, the ta lented scient is t ,  gifted t eacher ,  and splendid human being, 
will always be  p r e s e r v e d  in the hea r t s  of those who knew and loved her .  
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